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In Praise of Profanalion

The RQm." jurbt, knew p<rfutly ,,·e11 "'10" it me.o' '0 "pro­
r.nc." SKreJ or religious Wert the 'hing. th.. in "'me w.y he­

longed '0 'he god,. A••uch, 'he)' ;"ert: remo"ed from the free
us<: .,,,1 oonHnere<' of men; 'hey oould be ncitheT solJ nor helJ

in lien, neither gi"cn for u,ufrun nor hurdened b)' ser'itude,
Any'" thot ,'iol .."d or 'TOn.gre.sed ,hi. 'f"'Ci.1 u,,,,,.il.b;)i'Y.

which rese"'cd 'he.e tI'ings cxdu.i,'e1)· for 'he celc"i,l god.
(in whieh c••e ,he}' we", properly <.lId "soc""I") or for lhe

god. of 'he unJerworlJ {in whieh c.", ,he}' we.re 'impl}' e.lled
"'e1igious"), w....crilegiou•. And if "to oon",cr>le" (sde,m,,)
w.s the lerm th.. iodie.ted the remo,..1 of thingl f,om the

.ph,'re ofhum.o I.w, "to prof.oe" me.o', <oo,'c,,,,ly,'0 ,..urn
,hcm to 'he f,ee us< of meO. Th. gTe.t juri.. T,eh.,;u' ,Iou.

wro,e, "In the ..ric' OCnOC, prof.ne i. ,lte term for wtnething
,h.. ",'" once ..crcd or religiou••nd is returned '0 'he uoc .nd

property of men." And "pur." ,,'" Ihe pbee Ih., w.s no longer
.1I0ned to lite gods of 'he de.d .nd w•• now "neillter ..cred.
nor hoi)" nor relig;oo" frttJ from .11 t",nc, of thio son."1

The lhing ,h., is returned to 'he "ommOn (JOC of nlen i.

pure, pTof,ne, free of ..c....il n.mts. Bu' usc ,10<,,. !lot 'pI",.r
he,e .. some,hing o..u"l, r..her, une ..ri,'e, " it only b}'



mNn. of prof.n.tlon. There ..em' '0 be. p"'~ull.. reI. ,ion·
>l1lp be,w~.n ·u.lng~ .nd ·pruf.ning",h., we mu., c1.rlf)·.

Religion C'n he define,1 os ,h., which remo,,,,. Ihing., pl"e••

• nim.I., or people from co"""on use ."d lron,fe" ,hem '0.
"'1''''1< 'phe,e. No' only is ,here no religion wi'hou' "'p.r.·
'ion. bOI ..cry .ep.r.'i,,,, .Iso co".. ins 0' prese"'e' wilhin
il",lf. genoind)' religioo' core. T1>e 'pp...'u. ,h., dTeelS .nd

regul .... 'he le!"'r.. ion I, ..edfic.: 'hrough' ",.ic. of melico­
100' ritu.ls. which dilTe, in ,..,ion, cultore••nd which Henri

Uubert .nd M."",I M",,, h.ve p"ie"l1)· in",·n'oried. """'ifiec
.lw.,.. ••nc,ion. ,he p.ss.ge of something from 'he prof."e
'0 ,he ,",cred. from Ihe hum.n 'phere '0 Ihe <li";ne.' Wh., I.

e»emi.1 i, the c'e,o', ,h., di,i,l•• ,h. ".'U sphere•• th.,hre,h·
01,1 ,h., the "ie'i'" must Crt.... no ",mer in which direc'ion.
TI... which h•• heen filu.II)· scp.role,l c,,, be returned from

lhe 'ite '0 ,he prof."••phere. Thu, One of 'he 'imple", fomlS

of prof.".tio" o':curs 'hrough conloc, «enlol/ion<) during 'he
..me ..erifiee ,h., elTe..::" .n<l regul.... 'he p....ge of Ihe

.-iel;m from Ihe hum.n '0 'h" di'·;n •.•ph,'". One p'" of 'he
vic,im (,h. e"tr.i1 •• 0' "Ie: 'he Ii.-er. he'''. g.lIbl.dder, lung.)
i. ,"serw:d for Ihc god,. while 'he rest c.n be consumed by

men. The pJrtidp."" itl,he .i'e ncc-d only 'ouch 'bes<: org.n.
for them'" become prof.nc .nd edible. Th.re i•• prof.ne

eonugion,. "'uch 'h" diseoch."...tld re,urn"o use wh., 'he
••cred hod s<:p... ,,:<I.nd petri fie<!.

The te,m religio doe. not deri.-c,.s.n insipid .nd incorre..::'
c'ymology would h.'-e il. from religar< (,I,., "'hieh hind••nd

onite. ,he hom'" ."d the <li.-ine). It eomc. inste.d fmm
,,1,8'"' which in<HcOlC. the .Ullce of ",·rupulou.nes••nd .1-



,~ntion th.t must be ..Jopu,<1 in ",L.'ion -i,h ,he pd•• ,be
_ ••,. ~,.'ion (oh.e Krcrc..JinS lnl n bd'orc rorms-

ond furmuw -,"'t m.... be ""-"'Cd in or&. '0 ""f'«' ,he
"""""tion brt.-..m tbe Yat<I oh.e prof....,. ~I;,.. is no!

..·...t uni'.... MCOI ...... god> ...., , ~.......... they "' in dis·
,ine,. It i. no. <I~IM:r.nd ind,ff"",na to"·ud , d,'-i.....
uwo.er...... , .... ound in oppotJ'ion '0",I~...... Knq;Iig<ntt.K
I"" i•.• be...";,,. th,lt is r"",.oo -diOluCled- (...., i. to ..y•
...k-.l from ,he, nligi<> or ...,.m.) b.,r...., "'ing-.and I""i.......
berore fo.m. of "'p.or.'ion .n.l ,heir me.ning. To prof.ne
mUnl'o "1"'n ,k pos<ihili,y of. oped.1 rorm of n~g1ig<""".

wl.kh ignores ocp...,ion or....hcr. polS il'o, p.l"icol.. 01'.

Th. pu..g. from the .ocred to the prof.ne e.n. in f.c' .•1",
<'tline .bout hy melns or.n .nll..,I" in.ppmp.i.,. 0'" (0'•
...""r. reu ) of t"" ...,red: n.mdy. pl.". It io ,,·dl kno..'n t""
.h••phc: or ploy.n<! ,""...,.....j •..., 1" connected. Moo'
or the g.me. ,,'ith ,,·hOd. .'e'" f.mil dcri,'~ rrom ...n.:nt
wc.-ed aremonies. rrom <I;.·i....1<1I'1 pUClica. ond ri ,...,

....... beloo>p. br<t..Jly "",..king. '0 .... n:lir- n:. The
,ir04H.h "'os Ofigi....lIy ..........ge ri.e: pL.,-ing ,,-i,h • lr.o.lI
repn:><luoca the struggIr: or tht god> ro. p"'..... _, or thor .....:

g or dunce dcri,·., r....... Of_lor p"':lica.; tilt ""nning
.op the chcssboar<I w.,,,, inllrummu or dinn.tion. In ....-

Iy-.ing ,he n:Io'ionohip be''''<ftI gomcs.nd ri.es. Emile 8<:n·
",nist~ ohows t"'t plo,· not only .....i••• from the ->phen: ..r the
»en:d bu••1;0 in ,"""c ...y. n:~nlJ iIJ .,.'~rtorning. The

PO"'~' of ,ft" _red .oc'. he wrileS. lies in the conjoncli.... of
the myth th., ,db the story and the rite th.. "'prod"".. ",01
.lOg« it. PI.y h...k. 01' thi> unity: .. ludus. 0. phylic.II'Io,.. it
droplth. m),th and prc",,"'e. ,he rile: •• I""". or wordpl.,.. it
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eITo"". d,e rite .nd .11"..·• the mph t" lun'in, "If lhe lO<Ted
COn be dcfinoo .hrough .he oon.ulo,,."'i.1 unity of m)-th .ntl

rito. we c.n ..y thot One hos pl.y ,,-hen onl}' h.lf of the ... red
oper>tion i< .ompleted, t..n,bling only the on),th inl0 words

o. Onl)'lhe rite ;"''' ,clions,"'
This me'n' .h., pl.), f,ees ."d <li".""" huon.nil)' from the

.phe'e of the """,,><I, wilh"," .imply .1~)I;.hing it, The usc 1<>

"'l'kh the ..erOO i. returned i,. 'p""i.1 one lh.t doc. not ""in­
eidc "'i'h u,ilit..i." eon."mptio", In foct, thc "prof.n.. ion" of

pl.y d"", "ot ."Iely ConU", the ,digiou••pheTc, Children,
who pl.y ,,-itb "-h.te',,, old thing foil. into their h."d" ",.ke

to)" out of tbing' thot 01", belong to the 'phe,e. of ""onomia,

"'.r, I."" .nd "the, .eli,'i,ie. th.. "'C .'" u",d to thinking of
.. ""iou., All of. sudden, 0 c..,. fi'Nrm, or. Ieg.1 oontr.el
b""omo'. '''y, Wh.t i. common to thc.e e.>e••n<l the pro­
f",.tion of .he ..c",,1 i••he p....gc frum • ,diSi. thdt i, now

felt 10 he folsc or oppre"i"e to negligence •• "..0 ",liSio, Thi.,
howe,-er. doc. not meOn neglect (no ki"d of .!ten';on C.n

CO"'I""" to th.. "f. child 0' ploy) but. ne'" dimen'ion "f usc,
which children .nd philo",!,he.. gi"e to huono"ity. It is the lon

ofu,", 110.. Iknjomi" m"st h."c h.d in mind when he_ wrote of

K.IL.'s Th< N.JY Auom'f thot th,. 10'" th.. i' no longer 'I'plied
lou' onl)' st"died i' the gote to justice,' Just .. tho ",liSio lh.. i,

1'1')'00 "'ith bUl no longer obsOT,',~1 ope'" d'e gote to usc. SO
the powe" [polen"1 of econoonics, I,,,,••nd 1",litie., d..cti·
1''' • .1 in 1'10)', eo" bew,"e ,hc g..ew.,.. to. nc", h.pl'i"e..,

PI.)' ., ." OTg'" of prof'''''ion il in d""linc ",'cT)'where, Mod·
err' n'.n prol'e, hc no longe' kno"" how tu pl.y preci.c1)'
'h'ough thc I'etl iginou. prolife'.tion of new .nd old g.",e•.

Indeed, ot p.rti". in d"'eOl, .n,l .. phy. he d",p""c1~ ."d



siubboml,. >ttl" """",lIy 11M: oppooil~ of ..· 1ht <.'Quid find
~~ ~ .,.,.....,.~'r of ~Ioering 11M: 10" r~ returning to
'M wc.."j .nd;u ril..... UC'n in 11M: rorm of.M i...n~ .".....
_~ of thor _ 'f'K'I""",lor Iir- DO" • wogo Idoon m•
fI"O'"inci.l1 cbncc IuJL In II,;. sen lelt:<iICd l.me .......' .....
put or. """'" li.u.gy: .M11KU1.o.i.e.n uncontrioud)· 1,.
gious in.enlion. To retu.n In pt.,.;1> 1"'...1,. prof...., YOQlion is

• poIilica.l11ll.
In .Ms ocn.... ..-e m.... dillinguioh bc''''cen oecul.oriu.ion

.n<lI"01".....;oo. Sccul.or;ulion i•• form of...p...,..ion. II I.,..'co
in'..;. ,he f"rres i. de.l" "'i,hl>y .imply mo.iog .hem from one

pi,","" '0 ..'o.her. Th"s .10. poli.ic.1 ",",ul"illlion "f ,""olog;'
••1conccptS (thc 'rlllseclI,len.., of C...I '1 • p.,.digln "f..-"....

eign p'''''er) doc. n"lhing lou' ,1;'I'IK~ ,he h''''coly mo".rchy
oolo.n e."hly mon.rchy. k ..'ing iI' po...~t in'on.

I'...f.n.,ioo. h"..·••'cr, nc,,'uli.co ..-hl, it prof.nc•• On«
I,rof.ned ,,'hich oo••·.i1.o1>k...-.d ""pat••e k-.;11 .Ut•

•od i urned to IInth .... poli'icol opeu''''''o: .he ro."
guu ea .IM: excrris<- of po"'n by ClI"t}'ing it hid: 10' wcm:I
model: the~ de he 1f'P"••'u of I"""·.r ...d
return. IOCGmmon >pICft ....1 powrn Iud srixcd.

f'hilulogisu never CCtiC to he ourpri:Jed l>y .he cIoul>lor. <.'Oft....

die.....,. _ ...ing thernb~..~ '0 ....., in Utin:

i. me "" the lund. '0 rendc.- pror.nc...-.d. 00 the oth.r
(in ooly · cues) .o...".iftce. It is ........biguhy 1.... _ ....

inh<:ren, in .he ....".bul.ory of ,he lICJed .. such: ,he ..Ijeet;'·e

-.r mun. both M'''g''''. ronu:cu.ed.o lhe god.: .",1 (..
Freu<l no,.d) ·c....c<l. ""duded from the communit}.· The

.",higui'y" iss"e here doe. not ..i.. solely OUt of. ",1,,,1\<1,,,­

... ,,<llng but i., so '0 'puk, con.li'u,;"e of the prof.n.'ory

"



op""tion _ 0'. im·cr<dy. of th~ eon..,eulm)' nn~, In;of>r ,.

these 0re,.,iOl,. ,cr.r to ,.ingle obj""t lI"t onu" 1'''' from
the prof,ne to the ""rcd .n'! from the ..ered to the prof.ne.
the)' mu., e'-ery time ...don wi,h ""me.hing like J ,".idu. of

prof.ni'y in c,'or)' ron,cerJled ,hing .nd, ,emn",' of ..c.-ro·
n... in .\'ory prof.ned obj',,;•.

The "'me i, true of the len" "'<C[. It indi••,« th., ,,-hith.
'hrough ,he .olemn .el of ",cra"o or <1"'0". (when. oom·

m.n<le. eon,,,,,n1•• hi. lif. 1o Ihe god, of tire u"den"odd in
order '0 e,,'u,,", ,·ieto,)'). h•• been gi,'en 0\'" to the god••"d

belong' exdu,i,'dy to ,h.m, And )'el. ill ,be upre"ion homo
"'Uf. ,he .dj<:<:li,'e seem' '0 indi"'e.n indi,'idu.1 who, h.dng
been exdud~d from the communit)·. c.n be killed with im·

punil)' hut •."no' be ,••rifie<:d 10 Ihe god,. \Vh., cXJedy h••
occoHcd hnd A ""e'ed m.n, one ,,-ho belong. to Ihe god•. h..

•u,vil'.d Ihe ,i'e ,h" "'1"''''..1 him from other me" ."d ron­
'inue,'o k,d.n 'pp.,entl,. prof.ne exi>!cnee .mong them.

Although he Ii,'" in Il,. prof",. world. Ibtre inhe,",,' in hi.
bod)' .n iHe,lueihle ,e,idu~ of ""c<ednc". Thi. ,cmO"e' him
from no.m,1 ,ommere. ,,-i,h hi. kind ,nd .xpose. him 10 the

po",ihilil)' of ,'iolenl d•.,h. ,,-hi<'h ,e'um, him 10 lh~ god. '0
whom he trul)' belong', A. for hi. hI<' in Ih,· ,Ii"ine 'ph.",. he

•.,"tol be ",.rifie<:d .nd i, excluded from tht cult I",e.u"" hi.
life i, .lcc.d,. ,h. P'0p""), of Ihe god•• ,n,lp,t. insof., " il

,",,·h'e. itself. "" '0 'I",.k. i, in,roduce••n inrong'uou' "'m­
n",' of prof.nil)· in'o tht dom.in of the ""c'c<1. Th., i. 10 "'y.
in ,h. m.ehine of ~,me<:. ""cr.d .nd prof.ne 'epre"'''' the
I",,, pol.. of. ')->len' in ",hieh. n",,'ing ,ignme, I,.,-d. from

on~ ,Inm.in to I...· other wilhou, , ..,ing '0 refor '0 Ihe "'me
obie". Thi. i, precisel)' how the mJehinc cn.u",' tho di",ibu_

[ion of u'" .mong hum",. ,ml divine being' ",d eJn v"en'u·



.11)' re'urn wh.. h.d bun co",",cr'lC<J '0 ,he god. '0 men.
Hence the ,,,ingling of ,he 'wo opc..,io", in Rom." ",criflce.
in which one polr' of the ••",e con..cr..",1 ,-ie,im i. prof.ned

by com'gion .nd con,umed by mcn. ,d,ile .no,her i, ."ign«1

to the god•.

From ,hi. I',,,specti'·e, it hc<;ome, N.ie, to undr",.nd why, in

,he Chri"i.n religion, ,h""logi.n"l'omilT•••nd emf'''O'' h.d
'0 .ho'" .uch oh"""i"e care .n,1 impl",.ble .. ,iou,ne.. ;n en·

.uring... fOT .s po"ihle, ,hc cohcrrncc ."d i",elligihili'y of ,he
no' ion' of, ..",uh.un,i.,ion in ,he ..crifiec of ,he "'....nd
incorn.tion .nd homo,,';o ill ,he dogma of ,he trinit),. Wh., ,,'.,

J( ".ke here w., nothing Ie" (h." the ,ufI'h·.1 of. ",Iigiou>
')'Slem ,hOI h.d i",'oh·ed God him,df •• the ,'ietim "f(he s.c­

rifice ."d, in thi, w')', introdoced in him ,h., "'p.,.,ion which
in I'..g.. ni,,,, c...."<Cr,,ed onl)' hum.n thing•. Th., i.,o ")., the

idN of the .imuh."cou. I',eocnce of two n"or•• i" ••ingle

1"""''' 0' ,·ie.i", w.,.n eITort to col'" wi,h confo,io" be,ween
,hine .nd hem.n .h., thrr.,e"ed w p.r.I)'", the ••eriflei.1

m",hi"e of Ch'i"i."i')·. The doctrine of i"c.",atioO\ gu.",,·
teedth.t di,'ine .nd hom'" ""or. wen: bo,h I'","ent w;,hoo'

.mhigoi'y in ,he ..me I"',"'n, jost., ".",oh,unti,,;on en·

.urcd ,h.. ,he .pede. of bre.d .",1 wine were ,,,O\,formed
wi.hou, rem.i"de, i,,(o the body of eh,;',. N,'wrtl>clen, in

Ch,isti.nil)·, wi,h the em"nce of G<KI •• the ,-ietim of..crifire
.nd wi,h tn.. .trong I'rrsence of ",e"i",ic ten<lend.;; th.t pot

the di"i"c.io" o.t\\"",," s.c",,1 .nd prof.ne into cri'i', the reli·
gioo. n,.chine see"" to 'Nch • \imi, I"'int m ,on., of Mdocid·

.bility. \\"he .... ,h" ,H,·ine .phere i••1\\".),. in the p'occ>' of col·

I.p,ing into ,he h"n'." sphere .nd ",." .1.'-')" .I",.d~· J.....e.
o"cr imo the divine.



"C.pil.li""., Religio"" i. the tille of one of Benj.mi,,', moot
p<"e,.. 'ing po$1humou. fngment., According to Benj.min.

eopit.ll,m iJ nol solely. ""cul"i..\ion oflhe Prot••Un, f.llh,
.$ it i. ror M.... Weber. but is i,..,lf """nli.II}'. rdigioo. phe­

nOmenon, which de'-clop. p.u.ilicollJ" rmm Chrini.nily. A.
,he religion of modernity. it i. ddintd by three ch">ettri"ie<:
firs" it is. cuhic ",Iiginn, p<rh.p. the most "",,,,me .nd .b...·

lute one ,h.t b•• e.'er cxi.ted. I" It. ".'.trthing h.. me.ning
only in reference '0 the fulf,lImen' of. cult, not in rel .. ;nn.0. dogm. or.n ideo. s"co"d, this cull is pcrm.nen!; i\ is
"'he cdeht.tion of. cull san, "i.. " ""nS m<rci.·' Here it i,

no. po..ihle 10 Ji"ingui,h bet'nen ,,"orkd'j"' .nd holi,by.;
.. ,her. there i•••ingle. uninlcrrupl~ 1.olid~y, in ",hieh ,,'o,k

roind<le' wi'h 'he ""lehu'ion of the cult. Third, the c.pi,.list
cult is no' ditec'ed to",..d redemption from Ot ~tonem<:nt
fot guilt, but to",..<1 guilt iuelf. MC.pi..1i,m i, proh.hl)' tho

fit" in..."ce of. cult ,1.., ncote> guilt, no' .,onemem....
A mon",ou, ".n'e of goilt th.. kno"" no redemption be·

romes the cult, no' to ..one for thi' guilt hu' to n,.ke it ani·
"",.1 ...•nd to once .nd fo' .11 indode God in ,hi, goil1 ...

[Godl i' no' de.<I: he h.. heen incorpome<l into the de'tin)'
of moo.'"

Precisely hec.o.e it mh'e' ",ith.n it. migh' nOt to",,,<1 ..·
dempti"" hu' low.rd guilt, not to",..d hope ho' 'oword de.poit,
c.piuli,m •• religion doe. not .im " 'he tr.n,fOTm.tion of ,h.

",orld hut 0' its de.truetion. And in our 'ime its dominion i,
s<> complel. tlut, ..;eording to Benj.min, .,'en ,h. th,•• gre.t

prophe'. of modernity (Nietzsche, M.... ond Freud) conspire
with it: tbey ..., in .om. "'''', on ,h••id. of the Teligion of, ,
de'p:lir, MThi' poss.ge of the pl. net 'M.n' 'hrough 'he 1I0u.. of
desp.ir in the oh<olote loneline'S of hi' poth is ,h. e,ho, 'hot



'N ""SO O' "O"N"'O~

Niel<$Che ddined. This ",.n i, lhe ,upec",.n, ,he fie>' '0 ,..,c·
ogni,.. lhe ,..,Iigion of "'pi,.li,m.nd begin to bring il 10 fulfill·
menl.~' F,..,udi.n ,heor)', 100. !>clong' 'n ,he pcie"hood of lhe
"'piIOH" cult: "Wh., h., bu" repre,sed, lhe ide. af ,in, i,
copilOl i"elf, ,,'hieh 1")" in'ece.. on ,he hdl of the oncon·
scion'....And foc 1>1.", c'pi,.li,,,, ~hecom""sod.li,m by me.ns
of ,he si"'ple .nd componnd in",re" ,h., .n: (unction, of
SrbuIJ Iguilt/deb')....

le, u, 'cy 10 c.rry on Iknj.mi,,', reflec,ion, fmm ,he penpu.
lh'e th., in,ere," us hece. We could ..y thot c.pi.. lism, in
pu,hing In Ihe e"lreme. ,endency .lre.d)· p""en' in Chris­
li.nit)·, gencc.li,es in e.'ecy dom.in the "ruelu", or S<"p.>rotion
th.t define, rdigion. Whe", .."dfice on.., m.cked Ihe p....ge
fmm ,he pmfme to ,he """,d .nd froon ,he ..c,..,<1 tn ,he pm·
f.n~, lhere i, now. ,;ngle, multifocm, ceo,des. process of
"'p.n'ion ,I,...... il. e,'e,y ,hi"g, e'w)' pl.ec, e"e'y hum.n
..,iyity in orcler to <!h'i,le i, fmm itself. Thi. proccs< is e",irely
indifferent 10 Ihe c.e.ur> bel""een ...,.."I.n,] pmr.ne, be'ween
<li.;n••nd h"m.n, In its e.treme form, the c.pilOli.. ",Iigion
re.li·,e, the pure ror", or "p..ation, '0 the pointth.. ,he,.., i,
nothing lef, to "'p.c."'. An .b,olu« prof.nOlion "'ithout ,..,.
m.incle, nOw coincide, wlth.n e'lu.lI~ ,·....ou,.nd ,..hi con­
,ecr.,ion, In ,he eommodi'y, "'I.... 'io" inhcres in lhe .'ery
form of thc object, which 'pli" in'o use·,·.lue .,ll! c"d",ngc·
,·.Iue .nd i, ,,.,,,formed into." ung"'p.>hle feti,h. The ..me
i, troe for c,·cr)·thing ,hOI i, <lnne, pmdueed, n' eXf"'rienccd­
e.'.n ,he hun"" body, ew:n ...".Iity, C"en I.nguog<. The~,.Tt!

no"" diyid.d front them..h-es .nd piKed in • ,ep""e 'pbc",
,h., no ]ongo, define. "')' .~bSl.nti.1di"i,ion .nd ... be", .11 use
becomes .n<1 ren"ins impo$$ible. Thi••phere i, rorn~"'ption.

.,



If... hOI bttn 5Il"""~, ...~ ~"" u.. l<:rm -.putodo' lOr u..
utremc ph- of npitolis.m in ..-hid> ...~ ..~ n_IMng, in
.. hich ....."."thing il nhibi.~ in its ...,.r~tion from iudf.lhm
specud• .-l ~mp<ion<Ore u.. '''0 oidrs of ~ oing"- ialpot.
sibiliey ofllSing. Who. annoc be IUCd is. a such..Ji- .,.-.,r to
con5llmption or .0 spttl,"""lor uhibil..... Thi< ........ th.o. il
h.. become impossible.o prof (or.' leut .h.. i. ""luira
speci.ol procrd~rn). If.o prof ""'.... to ret,.." .0 rommon
~se II.....-hkh hOI been "' eII 'o.ke opbere of.ke _.ed,
.h~ eopil.li<l rdigion in ilS Ulr'm~ ph~se .im. ~t e",.lIng
some.hing .bool.. tdy ..opruf.n~bl.,

Tit••h.<>k'gic.1 c.o"n of ""ol..n'l'ti"o •• th. iml"'l,ibili, y or
~.., ..... e.ubli>hrtl io th. thi"""n,h crn1~rl' by .h. Rom~n
CIOn. d.. ring its roomc. ,,'i,h Ike p.,J>t'ioc order. In t1><lr c.1I

for ·hig....' 1"',,,,,,'- ,.... Pr...ciK:~'" ~ r.ed t1>< posoibili.y
of ~ u.., ~ntird, ,~mo,'ed from ,lwo s.pI>c", of 1.0... [JI"""I.
..hidl. in order ,,, dio.ingunll i. from usufruct ..... from ~ ry
«hrr righl ["mil..]." ...... ,....,. a1~ ......JdCli. ok f..,," .....
(or ..... of tan). Ag.oin>t them. John XXII. an m.pa.e..I>le ..., .
Uf1 oftht or<Ier,~ hi. bull MG....,....... C.._~•. In
thing> ,ho, <Ore .q.n. of_mpcion• ..do ;os f.-l, do.hinlo
~nd so 011. 'M'" nnnol nilt. M ~'gurs. ~ ..... di..inct from
pO'Of"'ny. beau.., thiJ. 10'" ~oincida .n.irely ..-i.h 'M >t". of
,lwoi. cor"..mptiOll, .Iu. is. ,lwoi. d"lr~Clion (""""'r). Con'
....mption...-hich ...........il, ckJ.roy' u.. thing. is _thing b~.

tM impos.ibility or .he: n.gotion of ~se. "'hieh P'"~PI'0'''

tlu. ,hr I..b<t.ncr of ,hr Ihing ",m.in. in''''' (",Ir.. ",I suhllon­
00). llw, i. nOt .11: ••impl. d. r...o ~se. diotinc. rrom p'op-
.,'y. d""l not ..in in n "': II i. in no ...~y '01n~thing .h..
0'" e.n "h."•.• "TIt of~.., iudf ..istl in n., .... n.itlt..

"



'" .,., .. O' .'0""."0"

befoTe heing cxe.d.ed no. "'hile !><ing cxcrd.cd no' .fteT
h"'ing heen exc"'i,ed. In f..,t. ron, urn 1'1 ion. c'..,n in ,he .e' in
...hieh i' i' cxc.ci",d. i••I....y. in ,h. px" OT ,h. fu'u'••nd.•,
5uch, exnno' be ,.id to •• ist in nOlo.... bUI only in memor}' or
on'idpOlion. The",fore, i' e.nno' he hxd lou' in ,he in".nt of
i15 diwppc...nce.""

In ,hi. w'j', wilh .n unwilling prophecy. John XXII
p,m-idcd '"e pJr.digm of 0" impo"ibi);'y of U5ing ,h., h..
re"hed i!5 fulfillmcn' m.nj· crn'urie.I.,c' in COn'ulller .od·
e'}" TIti' obSlin"e d."iol of use. h"we,..,r, C'p'ure, 'he nx'ure
of use more "dially ,h.n could >f'y definiti"n pUI forth hj' Ihe
Fr.nci,.,.n o,der. Fo. po", ose '1'1""", in 'he I'ope'••"""unl.
nnl .., much., ..,me,hi"g i"••i".n'- indeed. i' exi"" for.n
in".nt in 'he .c' of c<>n,ump'ion _ bu' r.,It., •• som.,hing
,"., one could 1\e"" " ..... ,h., one c<>uld nc"e' p,>s,eu ..
property (dominium). Th" i, '0 W)', use i••1....)·•• rd.. iomhip
with som.lhing th.. n"no, he ol'prol"iOl"'!; i' n,fc," '0 'hing<
insufor •• they e.nno' becomc object< of po<",..(OI\. Hut in ,"i.
wxy u'" .1.0 I.y. hue Ihe tru. n"ure of pro!"'rt)'. which i.
nolhing lou' ,hc dC"icc 'hn nt",·c' the free use of men into.
"'1'..... sphe••• "'he•• il i' com'Crlcd in1<)' Tigh,. If. 'odoy.
con,um.r, in m.o« soci.,,..re U"h.ol'l')·. i' i. 1I0t only hec.u..,
Ihc,. co"sume ohjen. thot h,,'c ;ncorpo..,cd ... i,hin them­
..,I,'c, 'hciT own inobi]i,)' 1<) he u,,,,1. ], i••100••nd .I>o"e .11.
bee.u", 'hey heH._"e ,hey uc e.crei,ing IlIek righ' to propert)'
on ,he", obi""". h<••u", ,hey h...., l>c<;oll'e inc,!",blc of pro.

f."ing them.

The impo..;;'i);ly of u,ing h.s its emble"'''ie pl••• ill Ihe
Mu.cum. The mu,em•• lion "f Ill. ",,,rid i' todxy on .ceom­
pli.hed foct. One 10, <lne. ,he .pi.i'ual l'0tenli.1i,ie. ,h.,
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dellned 'he p"0plc', li,'," - .." religion, philo'oph)" ,he id..
of n"ure, e"en poli'icl- h.,-e docildy wi,hd""'n in'o ,h.
Mu,eum. "Mu",um~ he... i' nO' 0 g;"en phpic.l 'P'ee or pl.""
hu, 11.. "'P'..le ,limen.ion 10 wbich whOl w.. ol1ee - hut i. 110
longer-feh., ,rue .nd ded.h·e h•• mm·e<!. In ,hi••en.«"h.
Mu••um c.n coincide wi,h.n en'ire ci')" (such .. b·or. ond
Venice, "'hieb were decl..ed World Heriuge .i..,),. region
(when i' i. ded.",d • f>lrk or n.."te pre"",,'.), ",d C"en • group
of indi,'id".I. (in.ofor .. ,hcy repre",n'. form of life ,1.'1 I...
di"pp"ore<1). Bu' mot< gen."II)', e,..rl·,hing '001.)" c.n I>ccom•
• Mu",u"" bee.u", ,hi, 'erm 'imp\)" de'ign..e. ,he exhibi'ion
of 'n impos,ibili,y of",ing, ofdwclling, of e.perieneing.

Thu', in 'he Mu.eum. ,he .n.logy I>c'ween c.pi .. li.m ond
,eligion hccum.. dc... The Mu",um occupies .uctly ,he sp••e
.nd fune'ion once rc",,,d for ,he Temple •• ,he pbee of..eri·
IIcc. To ,he f.i,hful in 'he Temple _lhe pilg,im. who would
,r..-c1 oeros' 'he eoc,h from ,e"'ple '0 'e"'f,le. from ..nc'u"1
'0 ""elu.r)' _ correspond 1<,d.)· 'he '00';'" who fe"tessl}'
tr..-c1 in • world ,I. .. I... been .h.troc,e<! imo. Mu,eum. lIu'
while ,he f.i,hful .nd ,he pilgrim. uhim.,ely f>I,l"iP"cd in •
..crille.-. ,I... reest.hli,h.d Ihc righ' rcl..ion.hip. be'ween 'he
dh'ine .nd 11.. hum.n h)' m""ing 11.. ,-iClim imo Ih....red
sphere. 'he louri". cdeb...e on ,hem,e;'..". ,..;rillei.1 oc, ,Iu.,
oon,i". in ,he .ngui.hing experience of Ihe dc.true'i,,,, of .11
po"ible u,c. If ,hc Chri'li.n. were "pilgrim.:' ,h., i', "f.nge"
on 'he e.rth. hcc.usc ,heit homcl.nd w.s in he,'·cn. lhe .dept>
of lhe ne'" ••ptl.H'l .oll 1..,"<: no homc1.nd bcc.osc Ihey d"'elt
in 'he pore form of ..p ion. Where"cr ,he)' go, 11.., lind
pu,hcd 'n 'hc c",rem. 11. me impo<'ihili,y of d"'c1ling II...
'hey knew in ,heir houses .nd ,heir ci,te•• ,he ..me in.bili')' '0
usc ,h.. 'he)' experienced in 'opcr",..kel<, in m.II., .l1d On
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,ele,'i,ion .how•. For thi. r••son. insob••, i, repre,.n" ,he
cull .nd cen,r.1 .l.. r of ,h. c'pi..li" religion. 'ourism i, 'he
prim..y indu,tly in ,he world. invoh'ing more ,h.n ,ix hun­
dred .n,l fift), million people Nch )..... No,hing i, '0 ..'oni,h.
ing .. ,h. r.c' ,h., million. of ordin.ry people.r<: .bk 10Nrry
00' on ,heir own nesh wh., i, perh.!" ,he mo.t de,!",nte ex·
!"'ri.ne<: ,h., one c.n h..,.: ,he ir'Te,·oc.ble 1"", of.1l os<:. ,he
.bsolote impossibili'y of prof.ning.

It i,. howe..... po"ibl. ,h., ,he onprof.n.hl•. on wbich the e.p.
i,.li.. religion i, foonded. i. not troly .och.•nd ,h., tod.y th• ..,
..e "ill dT.e'i,', form. of prof.n.tinn, for ,hi, re'SOn. w. mo"
roc.lIth., prof.n.,ion do.s no' ,impl}' reSlore ...mothing Ii...
n.to..l 0'. th., exi,,«lbefore being .ep...,e<! in'o ,h. reli·
gioo •• ~nomie, or juridic.1 .pho",. A. the e••mple of pl.y
dc.rI)· ,how•• ,hi, nl,cr>linn i, more conning .nd complex ,h."
,h...nd i. oot limi'".) '0 .boli,hing ,h., for", nf "'p....ion in
oroer '0 reg.in.n oncon,.",io.,ed 0« ,h.. lie. ei,her be)'ond
or before it. E,·en in n>lor<: ,h<:....... prnf."..ion,. The c" wbo
pl.)" wi,h • 1>.>11 of ,·.m .. if i, WCT•• moos<: - jost OS Ihe child
pl.)·, wi,h .neien' religioos .ymhol. or ohjec,," ,h., o"e.
belonged '0 ,he economic 'phere - kno,,·ingl)· o<c. ,he cl>.o"c·
'eri"ie beh••'ior. of l'redotnry .cti,i'" (nr. in ,h. c... of the
child. of,bc rdigioo. colt or ,he "'orld of work) in v.in. These
1><:10"';0" .re no' efT.ced. ho'. ,b.nks '0 ,he .o\"'i'o'ioo of the
pm foT ,he mOoSe (or ,he 'oy· for ,I,. ..crcd object). de.c,i·
">led .,Id thu. opened op '0' new, p""ible 0"'.

Rot wh., SOr' of 0",1 for ,he Cat. wI... i, lhe possible 0«
for ,h. b.1l of yoTn? It con,i". in freeing. I><:h.<ior from ilO
gene'ic inKription withi". gil·cn 'phere (1'",<I..o.y .cti,·ity.
honting). The freed beb"'i,,, "ill r<:prod..... ",.j mimic. the
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ronn. of,h~ oc,;vlty from ,..hieh il h~. h~cn em.ndl"led. hUI.
in ~mply;nlllMm oflheir ...n.., .and of"'y obl;ll"ory ",I.,ion·
ship to .., md. i, """n. IMm .nd ....kos u..m ••·.Ibble for •
lie'" ...... The 11'_ ..-ith 'M y.m Iilwcn'a .... .,.,...., ftom
","ing p""y.nd lhe pn:<b'0f}' .lICI;.;ty from beinS nccawrHy
d;r«l<!d '".urd 1M ""'pm,c.nd de..h oflhe m"".... And yd.
Ibi. pl.y '''g~1 th~ .'cry ..m~ heh..'i".. ,h...I.·fine h..ntlng.
n.., >e,M,y tho. m ..lu from this .tn" b«omu. PO'" mc.on••
llu, iI.. pr.." ,lui...-bile firmly ....inl.ininll ilt ....t.."' ...
_ e"""";p",<!d from lit ",b,ionoll,p to .., mel: il h.u

jo,. I,. forgot'en iupJ ..... con now oftow i""lf. weh....
m..nl witho..t In end. Th~ e",..;on of. ne'" ..... i. F-.ibl~
only b)' dc;oc'i"II;ng In old ..S(!. ",ndering i, ;n0I"'r11i,..,.

Srp.or....... i>..ho.and " IU Cle"-"-' in the >phttc of the
body. II the repraoiun mion of cert.... ph~1

f..nctionl- One of ,he.., .. ckf«..ion...-t.icb. in our oocicly. i>
;""lllrd Ind hidden hy m..n. of I ..rie> ofdc.k~1 Ind prohibi·
lion.,hll Con"",n bolh bel", ..;...-.ntI I.ngu.gr. Whl' oo.. ld i,
m~.n to "profH>C dcf""'tion~? wrujnly not.o "'goiD I IUp'
poo<'<I ....I 1nc». or simply.o enjoy;' ... fIC"C"" Ir..,~
>ion (,,·hich ill "'"u......... DOIhing>. R.other. iI i> I ....n...
of• .m...oIogic~lly i';"1I1I dcftt.'ion rorld ofpobr 'en·
.ion. be''''cen n rC Ind e..ho"'. I"; Ind p..!>lic.•ing.l..
I"d common. Th.t is: '0 I~..n I n~w .. se for f<,«l. j ......

~ tried '0 do in ....'r ....y. bcf..... ",pre><-Ion and "p""'­
.ion ;n.~r.encd.n.., rorm. of thi>~ ...., ..... only be

im-cn.~ collKti ....I,.. M. 1t.1o C.l." .... once nol<!d. fc.cn .....

h..mln produc'ion j.... like .ny other. only ther~ Iu, n~.~r
!>ccn I history of ,hem." Thl. i. "'hy c.'cry i",II.;<l1I11 '''en'pl
10 profllle lhem "Ill hi... <><Ily ,,,,rodk ...1.... II in the ..,.,ne
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wh~r~ ,h~ dinner p>rty def"".t". .round • dining t.bl~;n the

mm hy lui, lIunud."
Fce~,_it i, c1eor- ... here only ... 'ymbol of whot h.s

been ..p.uted .nd ••n be returned to common use. But i, •
"",iet,. ,,'ithoul ..p.r.tion P"",ible? Th~ <juestion is !""h.p'

poorl)' formul.,eJ, For to prof.ne me.", not ,impl)"o .boli,h
.nd euse ,epor.tion, hUI to leorn to put th~m '0' new use, to

pl.,. with them. Th~ c1."lcs, society is not. ,ociet)· th., h.,
.boli,hed .nd 10st.1I memor,. of c1... difTerene", hut. society
,h'l h•• leorneJ tu ducti...tc the .pp....u... of tho.. difTer.

enCe, in order to m.ke. new usc p'".ihlc, in urder tu tr.n,·
form ,hem into pure me.n..

Nnthing, howe'-cr, i,.s fugile .nd p",c..iuu••, the .phe....

of pure n"''''''. PI.y, in (our socie'y, .Iso .....n epi>odic ch...c·
ter, .ftor which norm.llif~ mu" once 'g.i" conti""e on i,.
co"ne (."d the c.l m".t co"tinue iu hunt). No one know.

bener ,h." child",,, how terrihle .od di"luiding. to)· c.n he
onc<: the g''''. it form•• porI of is m"Cr. Th~ instrument oflih­

e..,ion turns into '0 ,"'k"'>r,1 piece of wood; lhe <loll on
wbich the little girl h., showered hcr lo,-e hecomes. rold,

,h.meful wox pup!",' thit ,n e,'il m.gici." c.n C'p'ur~ ",d
hewitch .nd use .g.;n" u,.

Thi. e,il m.gici.n i, the high pri~" of the ,"pi..li" religio". If

the 'pp.rot".., of the •• pi .. li't cult ... "" ~rrecli,-e, it is not SO
much bec.>"se ,h~,. .., on p.im..,.beho,'ior., hut he••use the,.
'et on pure me."., th.. is, on beh,,'io," ,h., h..-e been ......­

uted from them,eh-cs .nd thu' det>ehed from .a)' .. I.. ioaship
to 'n end. In its extreme ph.,e, e.p;I.li,01 is no,hing hUI •

gig.n';' 'pp.utu. fot copturing p"re me,n., th.. i" prof.n•.
tor)' hoh"'io,,. Pure_ m~."" whi.h repn:lut the: d~.cti" .. ion



.nd ruP'ure of.n ,ef"',,'ioo, ..e in 'urn "'p.u'ed in'o. 'pc_
d.1 'phere. Longu.ge i, on. cumpie. To b. su... power 10..
• Iw.yo sough' '0 $«ute con'rul of soci.l rommunie.'ion. u'ing
hngu.gc .,. mc.n, for dilTu,ing its own idcology .n,1 induc·
ing mlun'..y ob..oJience. Bu' tod.y lhi. inJlrumenl.1 funetion
- which i, "ill elfec,h·e.' lhe morgin. of,he 'p'em, when ,i,·
u.lion. of d.nger "T exccpli"n "i",~ 10 .. ceded ito ploc. to •
dilferen, proce<lure of control, which. in >cp.r.. ing I.ngu.ge
into the 'pcetocul...phere, .,..il, it in ito idling. th.t i" in ito
po..ible pTof.n"oTy po'eo'i.1. More .""n'i.1 ,h.n ,h. func.
,i"" of prop.g.od•. ,,'hich vi.,,·. bngu.ge "'n in,ltu'nenl
direcl.d ,o"·o<d .n .nd, i, ,he e.ptute .od nculr.li,..ti"" of ,he
pure lnc.n'por excellence, thOl i,. I.ngu.ge th.. h.. em.nd·
p.u:d i"e1f fTOm its rommunieOli,.. end••nd Ihu, m.kc, i"df
.v.il.ble for. new u,e.

The 'Pl'''''u','' "f 110. mcJi••i", prt:eisely.l ,,,,ult.li.iog
,hi, prof.n..ory po"'er of l.ngl1<lge., pure me.ns.•' pre"en'.
ing I.ogu.ge f">Il' d~l",iog Ihe possibilil yof. new u.... n.'"
experience of,he word. '&'lre.dy ,he ehutch••f,.. ,he f'ir,l ''''0
cenlurics of hoping .nd ,,·.iting, co"..i.'ed of its function
's ....n'i.1I), one of n.utr.li,ing ,h. new "perien« of the
word th" I'.ul. pl.dng it 01 the center of the ",... i.nic
.nnouneemen'. h.d e.lled pilli•. f.ilh. The "me ,hing OCCUrS
in th•. 'yste", of lhe .pcctocul.r religion. where the pure me.n"
suspended md e.hibilCd in the .phere of lhe ",edi., .100"" its
own empt;n.....pe.k, only ito own no,hingn...,., if no new
u!<: w.'" poussiblc .•• if no other .xperience of the word wcre
pos>ible.

Thi, nullifle.'ion of pun: me.". i, mo.' de.. in ,he 'pl"r..u,
th.. , more th.n .nr olher. 'PPC'nlto hOI.....Iized the ... pi .. l·
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;,t dre.m of producing.n unp,..,f.n.l>Ic: pornogroph)". Tho><:
,,-ho h.,..: IIOme f.",ili..ity with the history of erotic photog"­
ph)' knnw lhot in its beginning' the model, put on. mm.ntic•

• Imost dre.my expre..ion if the come.. h.d nughtlhem in
the intimocy of theiT ""udoi Sometime,. I.<.il)' "retched on

canapt•• they pretend to .Icep '" even ....d... in eeruin nudes
hy IImno 1I,",!ueh.i, .ml Loui,·C.rnille d·Oli,-ier. Othe, time,.

it seem, thot the indiscreet pholog..pher h., ".ught them .11
.lone. looking" them,d,'" in the mi,roT (thi. i, the ""elle
preferred h)' Augu'te ltelloc), Quite soon. howe,..,.. in >tep ,,-ith

the e.pit.li't .I"oluti.. tion of the connnodity .nd exch.nge·
".Iue. thei, e.p....,ion, eh.ng«l .od bee.me more b..,en: ,he

PO"" mo'" eomplie.ted .nd .ninUle,l . ., if the model, We'"
intention.II)' cugge..ting lhei, in,leeency. thus 'hnwing thei,

''''",,,ne'' or heing upoocd In tbe lens. But it i, only in ou'
';me th., thiS pmee" ."i,'e,.t in extTcme ...ge. I:ilm hi,,,,,i­

.ns record ., • <li""on""rting nm'elt)· the "'quen"" in SumnK'
,..i,h .tlooil-o (19,2) when the pmt.goni". llorr,et An,le<oron .

•udd""ly Iheol"" g.... fo< • f.,w ><",0",1. on lh" ".."".. ("He",
fOT the r,..ttime in ,he hi.tory ofcine,n•."the director Irlgm..

Iktgm." eomo,,·,,'e,l. ",he_,,, i, e.uhli.hed • ,h.mde" .0.1

direct eonlOc' "'ith the 'I><:cUto,"). Since then. pornog..phy
h., rendered thi, p,ocedure h.n.l: in ,he ,'e,~' .e, of e>ceu.ing

their moot intim,," c,'''',''''. po'" ,to.. nnw look resolutely
in'o ,hn c.me... ,howing th., they.re more interested in the

'p"cUlor th.n in their portne",
Thill i, fully re.littd thc prillc,!,1c ,hot Ilc"j• ."in "ticulO1cd

in 19J6 while wti'ing "Edu..d Fuch., ColI"".nr .ncl His'ori.n.~

"If theTc i••,,)',hing ",",u.lIy .."".ing here.
M

hc "·rite•. Mit i.
more ,he ;de. ,h., • n.ked hodj i. heing e.hibi,OO beforc ,be

e.me" th,,, lhe ,ight of n.kedn", i,...,le" One j'e.. e..licr.

.,



Benjomin h.d c""1«1 th., con""l't of ....hibi'ion-nl"... (Au,.

".lIung,•."n) to eh...cteTi,c ,h. tr.n,form.'ion ,h., the work

of .rt "nderg<><:' in th. cr. of its technologic.1 reproducibility.
Nothing ht:lt.r d,....teri.e'th. new condition of objects ond
e.en of the hum.n body in ,h. eco of fulfilled c.pi..li,m. Into

the M...ion oppo.ition betwe.n use-v.loe .nd c«h.nge·

".Iue. exhibition·".lue in'TOtlo""'. third term. which ..."not
he redu""d to ,he first two. It i. not " ..-".1"00, bee''''e whot
i. exhibi,ed i., •• l"ch. rem",-ed from thc lphe.. of ole; it i.

no' exch.ng.,.•• I"e, h<:e.".. it in no w'r meOS"",,1 .ny I.bor
po,,·.r.

1I0t it is perh.p. only in the .phe.. of the hu",." f.C'<: th..

the mech.ni.", of .xhibition-".I"" finds its proper ploce. It i••
cOmmOn e'perienC'<: ,hot ,h. f.C'<: of. wom.n woo feel ••he i.

being looked .. becomes i"••pres,i,... ThO! il.the 'w.,..,ne" or
being e.posed to ,he gue C'e.te•• ncoom in ron.doo.ne..

ond power foil)' di ..optl,he ..pre..i.e proc<:.... ,h.t oso.lIy
.nim,'e the f."". It i. ,hi. br"cn.foced indiffercnC'<: ,hot f••hion

modd" porn , ...., ."d othe.. who.. p",fe"ion it i, to shuw
them,d,·e. most I.,.rn to .e<juire: they .ho,,· nothing hut the
sho,,-ing i,..,lf (,h.t i•. onc', OW" .hsolut. medi.lity). In this
w.y.th. foc. i.I.,.,I.,1 ootil it borst. with exhibitio,,·,'.lue, re,.
preei.. ly ,hroogh ,hi, "ullific.'ion of up.... i.i' }'. crotici.m
pen.tr.te, wh• .., it coold hO'" no pl.ce: ,h. hum.n f.ce. which

doe. not know nudi,y, for i, i, .Iw.)'••I",.d)' bore. Shown.,.

POl"C mC.n, hcyond .ny co"cret. upreiSi,'it)'. it become. ",'oil·
.ble for. "CW us<: .• new form ofcrotic commonic.tion.

One porn ..... who 1'..... off her efforts.s .rti"ie per.
fo.",."""., hos reC'<:ntl)' po,hed this procedore '0 th. e"rem.,
She h•• her",lf photogcophe<l in ,h. oct of performing 0••ob­

mining to th. molt ob<een. oct<, bo' .Iw.p SO thot her r.e<: i.



fully ,'i,ible in ,he foregr""nd. 8u' in"e.d of ,;mul.'ing pIc.,.
ure.•, dicwed b}' the eon"entian, of Ihe genre, .he .ffeet..nd
di.pl.ys _ like f...n;on modd. - the mo,' .boolute ;ndifferene<:,
Ihe mo" stoic """y. To whom i, Chi,,;; de. L)',sc. indiffer_
ent? To heT ponnc., e<:r"inly. Bu••1.., to ,he '1""'lOloro. who
.re .u'prised to find ,h.. the "'•••!though ,he i••w.,. of
bei"g exp<>$<..J to the g..e. h.,n 'I ""Cn ,he sligh,cst compliei',·
with them. He, in'I'."i,'e f.cc b'e.ks .ve.,· """""",ion be_
h,'ccn Ii,'ed ex!""icn"" .nd ,he expres.i,'e 'phc'e; i, no longer
exp"'.....n"th;llg bu' .how. itselF.,. 1'1... wi,huuI. hin, of
e'pre..ion, ••• purc me.n •.

II i, thi, prof.noto,y po'en'i.I,h., ,he 'pp""u, of pornog­
..ph, "'ck, '0 ".u".li'e. \Vh" i' c'p'u'e' is ,he hum." c.?,c­
i" to IN ero'ie heh"'iors ;dle. '0 p,oF",e them, h,· de'olChing
Ihcm f",m Ihcir immedi.,e en,b. lIot while Ihese behniou
Ihus open ,h"n",c1,'c, '0. dilTc,,", I"'''ihle u,e, "'hieh con­
cern. no, '" moch ,he pk.,ure oflhc I"'lner ... ncw collec­
,i",: uSC of ",xu.li,)" I><>rnog••ph,· im""'enes.' thi'poin, '0
bluck .ud di,'c" ,hc prof.n>lo", inlen,ion, The .oli.. ry .nd
,I"'pcr con,ump.ion of ,h. pornug'.phie im.ge thus re-
1'1 he promise of. ncw us<.

AII.p...,.,~. of power .'c .Iw.y. ,Iouble: ,hey >ri"" on
,he one h.nd, from .n i"<livid,,,,1 .ubjec'i.i,-ing beh..'ior .nd.
on Ihc o,hcr. F,om it> c'ptu'c ;n •••p...,c .pherc. Thc,e i.
"Flen nothing "'prehcn.ihlc .bou' Il>c i",hidu.1 beh"'io, in
itself••nd it c.n, i"d~. e,p'." .libe,.,or,' in,ent, i, i, rep'c_
hen.ibl. onl~ if thc beh..ior _ when i, h., not hccn con­
.,.. in«.1 by cirrum".oces or b)' foree-lets i'.<elf be np'u,«.1
in ,he 'p",u'u,. Nei,he, the br..tn-f.ct:d gtuure of ,he porn
"or nor ,he imp,usi.. r.. t of the f..hion model i., •• ,uch. tu
b. bl.m.d, In.teod, who. i. di.g"c.ful ~ bo,h polilic.1Iy .nd

"



mo..lIy _ ue ,he ~Pl"'utu. of pornog'.phy .nd lhe 'pp""u,
Df ,be fuhion ,00"'. ,,'hich Iu,.., di'-eTled lhem f'Dm ,heir p"".

,ihle n,e.
The nnp",fon.ble of pornoguph)' _ e,-e'y,hing th.. i, nn·

prof~n.ble ~ i. founded on the ure" .nd di"e<>ion of.n ~u­

,hcntk.lly prof~n"ory imenli,,,,. For this re..on. we muot
.Iw~y' WrCst from thc ~Pl"""u", - from ~II ~pp"r~'nle' -lhe
possibility of u.e th.. lhey luxe e'p'uTed. The p",r.n.. ion of
thc unprof.n.ble ;. the poli'ic.II>,k of lh. coming gener.. ion.

"


